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IN THE CLAIMS 

: • i : • i L 

Please amend the claims as follows: . K J 
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21. (Cancelled) • 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Cancelled) 
• 24. (Cancelled) 

5. 25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

. 28. A.novel process for the preparation of 5-(3,5-d1methylphenoxy)nre%l-2-oxaTOlidittone 
(formula 1) comprising 




• Formula i ; 1 

reacting 3^3,5-dimcthylph^ of fqrniula "2i oi iW acid 

addition salt with a ^ compound of formula 3 ? 



• : 




o 

Il - 
ls . CH ».. ; Y " c z 

Formula? Formula 3 
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wherein Y and Z are selected from X, CChCCX i-imidazolyl or substituted imidazblyl, and OR; . : 
wherein X is a halo radical, and R is selected from a substituted or imsubstitutediliniear, branched 
or cyclic alkyl radical, and aryl or heteroary! radical 

29. A process as claimed in claim 28 wherein the reaction is carried out in the 
5 presence of abase. . 

30. A process as claimed in claim 29 wherein the base is potassium carbonate.;, 

31. A. process as claimed in ciaim 28 wherein in the compound of formula 3. Y is a balb j ■•; 
radical and Z is bit wherein K is a lmear C j to C 4 alky! radical, 

32. A' process as claimed in claim 3 1 wherein the compoimd of fonniila 5. ^ etliyl : 
10 chtorofonnate. 

33 . A process as claimed in claim 28 wherein the reaction is carried but in the presence of a 
facilitator.' 

34. A process as claimed in claim 33 wherein the facilitator is selected. ftbmxyclic and '.. 
acyclic polyethers. 

15 35. A process as claimed in claim 34 wherein the facilitator is polyethylene glycol) with jati % • 

average molecular weight in the itmge between 200 to 10,000. 
. 36. A process as claimed in claim 28 wherein the molar ratio of compound of formula" 2 .to 

compound of formula 3 is in the range of abuul 1:0.8 to 1:1.5. 

37. A process; as claimed in claim 28 wherein the 5-(3 s S-dime!tfiy^ 
20 oxazolidinone (formula 1) is obtained in a substantially pure form and has a purity greater than ^ 

■ 99%. • .."....•:;•...•.■.*".: • 
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38. A process for purifying 5-(3 9 5- dimethylpheiK)xy)methyl-2-oxazolldin - ; 
crystallizing 5-(3,5- diinethylphenoxy)methy]-2-oxazolidinone (formula 1) from an organic -v? 
solvent system, 

39. A process as claimed in claim 38 wherein the 5-(3 > 5-dimethyiiihenoxy)meihyi-2-' ■ 
5 oxazolidinone (formula 1) is obtained in a substantially pure form and has a purity greater than n). 

99.5%.' ■ /. 

40. A j process as claimed , in claim 3S wherein the 5-(3>5-dimethyipliea^ 
oxazoliditkine (formula 1) is obtained in a substantially pure form and has" a painty ^eater thari 

10 41, A process as claimed in claim 38 wherein the .5-(3*S-dime%lphOTp^ 

oxazolidiiione (formula 1) is obtained in a substantially pure form and has /a jpiarity.greatet than : 
99 ,5% and no individual impurity that is more than 0.05%. 

42. A process as claimed in claim 38 wherein the organic solvent systeni is a mixture of ■.: ; 
acetone arid toluene^ 

15 43. A process as claimed in claim 42 wherein the volume ratio of acetone I toluene is about i 
0.5 ; LOtd 1 : 10, ? v 
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